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In this excerpted article, Bowden touches on three main aspects in Hamlet.  Bowden discusses Hamlet’s passion, will, and conscience which affect his accomplishing the death of his uncle.  A discussion of religious actions and affiliations follows, specifically comparing the Catholic and Protestant approaches and possibilities regarding the symbols and the possible meanings for them which are found in the play.  The article ends with quotes from historical sources showing that the characters in Hamlet may be closely related to political and social figures of Shakespeare’s time.  Bowden’s article is interesting, but may lose the reader in its transitions between topics.  The editor has excerpted different sections of the original analysis, given the reader access to these diverse ideas and views, but lost the continuity in the process. 
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