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FIGURE 4 

Student Survey Questions 

Question 

1.  What method did you use to collect information for your research paper?  (ex. notes on word processor, hand-written notes, 3x5 cards, 

etc.)  Please describe. 

2. Did you create a/an Annotated Bibliograph(ies)y in the research process for your research paper?  If so, what is it?  If not, have you ever 

done one before? Please describe what you think it is, to the best of your ability. 

3. Did you use a spreadsheet or other type of devise to organize your research?  If so, please describe in detail.  If not, please describe in 

detail the method by which you organized your research. 

4. Did having to submit notes, outline(s), research, etc. to the teacher at a point in time during the process keep you on track or assist you in 

completing your paper on time?  Please explain. 

5. Did you use a brainstorming activity of any kind during your research paper writing/researching process?  Please describe.  What 

purpose did it serve?  How did it help you? 

6. In the online research process, did you use Boolean Logic (use of Or, And, and Not in the search terms) or synonyms to narrow down or 

expand your search?  Please give examples. 

7. In the online research process, did you use capitalization or alternative terminology to narrow down or expand your search?  Please give 

examples. 

8. In the online research process, did you use Concept Terms (key terms) or minus signs to narrow down or expand your search?  Please 

give examples. 

9. In the online research process, did you use plus signs or quotations to expand or narrow down your search?  Please give examples. 

10. In the online research process, did you use a non-commercial search engine (ex. AllTheWeb.com)  to narrow down or expand your 

search?  If so, what purpose did it serve and how did it help you?  If not, what purpose do you think it would serve, and how might it have 

help you had you used it?  Please explain. 

11. In the online research process, did you use professional reference/research databases (ex.  ERIC, SIRS, and OPAC) to narrow down or 

expand your search?  If so, please give examples.  What purpose did it/they serve?  How did it/they help you?  If not, how do you think that 

one of these types of databases might have been of help to you in the data collection and evaluation process?  Please explain. 

12. Before you went online to research your topic, did you form a research question or thesis statement to guide you in your research?  If 

so, did it help?  If not, would it have helped?  Please explain. 

13. Before you went online to research your topic, did you plan the types of information for which you would search, website you would go 

to, or terms you would look for?  If so, did it help?  If not, would if have helped?  Please explain. 

14. Once online, you undoubtedly found a tremendous amount of information on your topic.  How did you assess the relevance of the 

information you found before you even clicked on the link to the website?  Please explain and give examples. 

15. Once you had located a website that you thought you might use for your research, how did you assess the quality/expertise of the 

information you were gathering?  Please explain. 

16. Once you had gathered resources and information on your topic, by what process did you evaluate the information you had to see if it 

adequately covered your topic and answered your questions?  Please explain and give examples. 

17. Once you had evaluated your collected information, did you find it necessary to locate more or different information, revisit/revise your 

original thesis, and/or look for additional information to further your research?  If so, please explain why and how.  If not, please explain 

why.  

18. Please give an example of a quality resource that you found and used in your research and explain why it was a quality source. 

Please give an example of a resource that you found that lacked quality, and why you determined that it lacked quality. 

19. Do you believe that your knowledge of your topic is wider or deeper, now that you have completed your research paper?  Please explain 

and give examples. 

 

20. Now that you have completed your research paper, please tell me what you have learned by going through the whole research process 

from beginning to end.  What lessons have you learned?  What have you learned about yourself?  What have you learned about researching 

and evaluating?  Please explain and give examples. 

21. In thinking about learning the research paper process, for Juniors who are just going through it for the first time, what specific things 

did you feel you needed more information on, things that you would liked to have had handouts detailing, would have liked to have seen 

links for on Ms. Bailey’s website, etc.  Also, please give examples of how these things would have helped or did help, based on your 

experience. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
Search 
Syntax  

Meaning Examples 

AND  
The AND operator locates articles that contain all of the key 
words or phrases.  

children AND computers  

OR  
The OR operator locates articles that contain at least one of the 
key words or phrases.  

tornado OR cyclone  

NOT  
The NOT operator is used to eliminate articles that contain 
certain key words or phrases.  

basketball NOT college  

*  
Truncation includes alternate word endings such as plurals and 
tense variations in your query. 

farm* 
for: farmer, farming, farmland etc.  

" "  
Enclose a phrase in quotation marks to find multiple words 
appearing next to one another in a specified order.  

"affirmative action"  

(  )  

Boolean searches are conducted in the following order of 
precedence (NOT, AND, OR) unless parentheses are used. 
Use NOT and OR together to limit your search . 
Use AND and OR together to expand your search.  

(dolphin NOT fish) OR porpoise 
 
health AND (kids OR children)  

Putting it all Together  
This is an example of how to locate references to the various 
earthquake(s) in California or Washington, excluding those in 
San Francisco. 

(California OR Washington) AND 
earthquake* NOT "San Francisco" 

 

Search Methods Description and Usage 

Quick Search 

Keyword 
Keyword Search is useful when you want to locate articles based upon your own combination of key words 
and phrases in full-text 

Natural Language 
A Natural Language Search is a way of expressing a query in simple language without having to use 
Boolean operators. Is there life on other planets  

Subject Headings 
Subject Headings Search is useful when you have a specific research topic in mind and you want to use a 
subject index to quickly locate articles related to that topic.  

Advanced Search 

   
Advanced search allows experienced users to search multiple fields including, full-text, author, and title. In 
addition, graphic caption and proximity searching is available. See the Advanced Search Help Topics for 
more information on the advanced search methods. 

Topic Browse 

   
Topic browse is useful when you want to search a category for a possible research topic or to narrow down 
a general topic to a more specific area. Locate documents by exploring categories, topics and subtopics in 
a multilevel subject tree. 

 

Sorting Description Usage 

Relevance 
Articles that contain the highest number of key words or 
phrases in your query are returned at the top of the article title 
list.  

Keyword searches are defaulted to return 
your results by relevance unless you 
change the setting to date order. 

Date 
Articles are returned in reverse chronological order, with the 
most recently dated articles at the top.  

Subject Headings search results are 
always returned in reverse date order. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

SUBJECT AND KEYWORD SEARCHING 

What is the difference between a subject search and a keyword search?  

A subject search searches the subject headings assigned to articles and books. Subject headings are very specific terms 

and phrases used by libraries to describe what a book or article is about. In order to have these terms and phrases be 

consistent, most libraries use subject headings defined by the Library of Congress. A subject search limits your search to 

an exact word or an exact combination of words assigned to a given article or book as subject headings.  

Advantage: A subject search retrieves exactly what you ask for. 

Disadvantage: A subject search limits you to only what you ask for.  

A keyword search retrieves any and all occurrences of a given word or combination of words, whether the words appear in 

the subject headings, title, or description of the article or book.  

Are you sacrificing quality for convenience?  

Is the information more current than other sources? If it isn't, what is its value to you? 

Is the information more authoritative than other sources? If it isn't, what is its value to you? 

Is the information more objective than other sources? If it isn't, what is its value to you? 

Is the information more reliable than other sources? If it isn't, what is its value to you? 

Does it provide unique coverage of your topic? If it doesn't, what is its value to you? 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

World wide web extensions and what they mean 

.com commercial The purpose of companies is to promote themselves and sell their products.  

.edu education The purpose is typically to teach, inform, or present research.  

.gov government The purpose is generally to inform, to post public documents, including statutory and regulatory 

code, and to present research findings or statistics. 

.net network The purpose is normally to provide Internet service to organizations, both private and commercial, 

as well as to individuals  

.org organization The purpose may be to inform or present research, but often it is to advocate for the organization. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

RELIABLE INFORMATION 

Is the information that you have found reliable? How do you know? Use the following checklist to assess the reliability of your 

information source:  

 
Purpose • Is it to inform, explain, persuade, market a product, or advocate a cause? 

 
Scope • Is the content intended to be a brief overview of the information or an in-depth analysis?  

 
Audience • Is it intended for the general public, scholars, practitioners, etc.? 

• Does it meet the needs of its stated audience?  

 
Author • If the author is an individual, what are the author's credentials and affiliation? 

• If the author is an institution, what is its purpose? 

 
Bias 

• Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, or institutional biases?  

• Is the information substantiated and documented? 

• Is there a list of references used by the author? 

 
Presentation • Is your information source professionally written?    

• Is it well-organized? 

• Does the conclusion support the thesis? 

 
Date • Is the information source dated?  

• Is it appropriately current for your information need? 

 
Publisher • What is the source of publication? 

• Is it a university press, a government agency, an established publishing house, a special-interest 

organization, or an individual? 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Any words, ideas or images that you do not create yourself must be properly credited if you use them in your work. Why? Because 

you are using someone else's intellectual property. 

 

Citing your information sources acknowledges the origin of your information, and it lends credibility to your work by showing 

evidence of your research. It demonstrates the authenticity of your information and enables your readers to locate your information 

sources, should they want to. This includes all types of information sources that you may use, including:  

 Books  

 Articles (from print sources or from online article databases)  

 Interviews  

 E-mail or any other correspondence  

 Web pages  

 Government documents  

 Non-print media (videotapes, audiotapes, pictures and images)  

 Software or any digital formats  

Whenever you use someone else's intellectual or creative "property," you need to provide a proper citation for your source, in order 

(1) to give credit to the author or creator and (2) to enable your reader to locate the sources you cite.  

A citation is a reference to the source of an idea, information or image.  

Any source of intellectual property that serves to inform, inspire, or contribute to your own work product needs to be acknowledged. 

Whose expression, idea(s), research, conclusions, or creative content is it? When it isn't yours, you need to cite your source.  

 

Borrowing someone's ideas by paraphrasing them, or someone's exact words by quoting them, requires a reference to the source. 

All of the following need to be documented when they are the product of someone else's intellectual property:  

 Exact words  

 Concepts and ideas  

 Facts that are not common knowledge  

 Pictures, photos, poems, cartoons, or other artwork you did not create yourself  
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Any information source - whatever the format or the medium - must be cited if it is the origin of your ideas, images, or words.  

Here are some examples of the kinds of information sources that must be cited if they are the source of your words, ideas, or 

images: 

 

 

Books or parts of books 
Web pages TV or radio broadcasts 

 

Encyclopedia articles 
Email messages Interviews 

Journal, magazine, or newspaper articles Electronic mailing list postings Speeches 

 

Electronic full-text articles 
Films or videos Letters 

 

Software 
Recordings Newsgroup postings 
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ATTACHMENT 6 

 

DEVELOPING A RESEARCH STRAGEGY 

What do you want to know? Write out your question or state your topic… 

THESIS STATEMENT: 

 

 

 

What are the main ideas? What are the concepts, main ideas, or keywords, in the above 

question/or topic statement? 

MAIN IDEAS INVOLVED: 

 

 

 

 

 

What are 

some 

similar 

words 

(synony

ms) for 

the above 

keywords 

or main 

ideas?  

SYNONYMS: 
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How 

can you 

combine 

these 

keywords/

synonyms 

to get 

different 

results? 

COMBINATIONS OF KEY WORDS:  KEY WORD PHRASES 

 

 

 

 

 

Search Strategy 1: 

 

 

 

 

Search Strategy 2: 

 

 

 

 

Search Strategy 3: 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
 

Topic: 

 

Category:  

STATISTIC     FACT     QUOTE     PARAPHRASE     IDEA     CONNECTION     TRANSITION 

 

MLA Citation: 

 

 

In-Text Citation: 

 

Info: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic: 

 

Category:  

STATISTIC     FACT     QUOTE     PARAPHRASE     IDEA     CONNECTION     TRANSITION 

 

MLA Citation: 

 

 

In-Text Citation: 

 

Info: 
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